
Women Physicians Leadership Academy 

Medical, Education & 
Scientific Foundation



 Bonnie Litvack, MD
 Maria Basile, MD 
 Ani Bodoutchian, MD
 Ellen Braunstein, MD
 Linda Clark, MD
 Donna D’Alessio, MD 
 Janine L Fogarty, MD 

 Roberta Gebhard, DO 
 Vilma Joseph, MD
 Sandhya Malhotra, MD
 Bernadette Riley, DO 
 Stavroula Savelidis
 Jocelyn Young, DO
 Susan Zwanger, MD

Facilitators

Fall:  Patrice Harris, MD
Spring: Julie Silver, MD

Planning Workgroup Members 

MSSNY Staff 

Pat Clancy, Sr. Vice President/Managing Director 
Emily Rento, Public Health Associate 



Accreditation Statement: 
The Medical Society of the State of New York is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

The Medical Society of the State of New York designates each live activity for a maximum of 3.0 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credits

TM
. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 

participation in the activity. 

Disclosure Statement:
The Medical Society of the State of New York relies upon faculty participants in its CME programs to 
provide educational information that is objective and free of bias.  In this spirit and in accordance with the 
guidelines of MSSNY and the ACCME, all speakers and planners for continuing medical education activities 
must disclose any relevant financial relationships with commercial interests whose products, devices or 
services may be discussed in the content of a CME activity, that might be perceived as a real or apparent 
conflict of interest.

The planners and faculty participants do not have any financial arrangements or affiliations with any 
commercial entities whose products, research or services may be discussed in these materials.



7:30-7:45 a.m. 
Academy opens; people enter the academy.

7:45-7:55 a.m. 
Welcoming remarks by MSSNY/MESF leadership
•Paul Pipia, MD, MSSNY President
•Charles Rothberg, MD, MESF Chair
•Bonnie Litvack, MD, WPLA Workgroup Chair
•Ellen Braunstein, MD, WPLA Advocacy Leader 

7:55-8:05 a.m. 
Opening remarks by Patrice Harris, MD—Facilitator

8:05–8:20 a.m. 
Jacqueline S. L. Williams, founding partner at State & 
Broadway, Inc. - “Why Women Physicians Need to Be 
Involved in Advocacy” 

8:20-8:35 a.m. 
Denise Murphy McGraw, CAE, partner with Hill, Gosdeck, 
McGraw and Nemeth – “Why Women Physicians Need to Be 
Involved in Advocacy”

8:35-8:55 a.m. 
Panel Discussion and Q&A with Ms. Williams and Ms. McGraw 
led by Dr. Harris 

8:55-9:00 a.m. 
Introduction by Dr. Harris of members of NYS Legislature 

9:00-9:10 a.m.   
NYS Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart Cousins

9:10-9:20 a.m.  
Assemblymember Deborah Glick, Chair, NYS Assembly 
Environmental Conservative Committee 

9:20-9:30 a.m. 
Assemblymember Amy Paulin, Chair, NYS Assembly Health 
Committee
   
9:30-10:00 a.m. 
Panel Discussion of Legislators – Why it is important for 
physicians to advocate on a state level/why women 
physicians are important to the legislative process. 
Discussion led by Dr. Harris

10:00-10:15 a.m. 
Break

10:15-10:25 a.m. 
Patrice Harris, MD – “How to be an effective advocate: 
Advocating for yourself, your patients, your profession.” 

10:25-10:45 a.m. 
Break out session- Maria Basile, MD

10:45-11:00 a.m.
Discussion of breakout session

11:00-11:15 a.m.
Conclusion, What’s ahead with Leadership, Saturday Nov. 4th 

Agenda – October 28, 2023 



7:30-7:45 a.m. 
Academy opens; people enter the academy.

7:45-7:55 a.m. 
Welcoming remarks by MSSNY/MESF leadership
•Paul Pipia, MD, MSSNY President
•Charles Rothberg, MD, MESF Chair
•Bonnie Litvack, MD, WPLA Workgroup Chair
•Sandhya Malhotra, MD, WPLA Leadership Leader 

7:55-8:05 a.m. 
Opening remarks by Patrice Harris, MD—Facilitator

8:05–8:35 a.m. 
Laurie McGraw, NASDAQ Board Member – “Do 
Women Lead Differently” 

8:35-9:00 a.m. 
Shamiram R. Feinglass, MD, MPH, Senior Healthcare 
and MedTech Executive – “Developing Women 
Physicians”

9:00-9:30 a.m. 
Panel Discussion and Q&A with Ms. McGraw and Dr. 
Feinglass

9:30-9:45 a.m.
Break

9:45-10:30 a.m. 
Panel Discussion with Past AMA Presidents Dr. 
Nancy Nielsen and Dr. Susan Bailey – Setting work 
and professional boundaries; defining your worth 
and leadership lessons 

10:30-10:45 a.m. 
Breakout session – Linda Clark, MD

10:45-11:00 a.m. 
Discussion of breakout session

11:00-11:45 a.m. 
Wrap up of all three sessions; What’s ahead for 
Spring 2024 

Agenda – November 4, 2023 
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